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Num.  xxvii.  18,  19 :  "  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Take  thee  Joshua, 
the  son  op  Nun,  a  man  in  whom  is  the  Spirit,  and  lay  thine  hand 
upon  him;  and  set  him  before  Eleazer  the  priest,  and  before  all 
the  congregation,  and  give  him  a  charge  in  their  sight." 


My  Brother  in  Christ,  —  This  charge  I  commit 
unto  thee,  not  in  the  words  which  man's  wisdom 
teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth ;  that 
thou,  by  them,  may  est  war  a  good  warfare,  holding 
faith  and  a  good  conscience;  for  "All  Scripture  is  given 
by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine, 
for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteous- 
ness ;  That  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect,  thoroughly 
furnished  unto  all  good  works." 

I.     Ministers  are  Divinely  Commissioned. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  ;  "  I  have  set  watchmen  upon 
thy  walls,  O  Jerusalem,  which  shall  never  hold  their 
peace.  I  will  give  you  pastors  according  to  mine 
heart,  which  shall  feed  you  with  knowledge  and  un- 


derstanding.  Son  of  man,  I  have  made  thee  a  watch- 
man unto  the  house  of  Israel ;  therefore  hear  the 
word  at  my  mouth,  and  give  them  warning  from  me. 

And  all  things  are  of  God,  who  hath  reconciled  us 
unto  himself  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  hath  given  to  us  the 
ministry  of  reconciliation.  For,  after  that,  in  the  wis- 
dom of  God,  the  world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God,  it 
pleased  God,  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching,  to  save 
them  that  believe.  And  unto  every  one  of  us  is  given 
grace  according  to  the  measure  of  the  gift  of  Christ. 
Wherefore  he  saith,  when  he  ascended  up  on  high, 
he  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave  gifts  to  men ;  and 
he  gave  some,  apostles;  and  some,  prophets;  and  some, 
evangelists  ;  and  some,  pastors  and  teachers  ;  For  the 
perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ ;  Till  we  all  come 
in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  measure  of 
the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ.  Now,  then,  we 
are  ambassadors  for  Christ,  as  though  God  did  be- 
seech men  by  us,  we  pray  them,  in  Christ's  stead,  that 
they  be  reconciled  to  God.  As  it  is  written,  How 
beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the  gospel 
of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things ! 

II.     Ministers  must  fear  God,  not  Man. 

Thus  saith  the  Lord :  Stand  in  the  court  of  the 
Lord's  house,  and  speak  unto  all  which  come  to  wor- 
ship in  the  Lord's  house,  all  the  words  that  I  com- 


mand  thee  to  speak  unto  them,  diminish  not  a  word. 
And  thou  shalt  speak  my  words  unto  them,  whether 
they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear.  Be  not 
dismayed  at  their  faces,  lest  I  confound  thee  before 
them.  For  do  we  now  persuade  men  or  God1?  or  do 
we  seek  to  please  men  1  for  if  we  yet  pleased  men,  we 
should  not  be  the  servants  of  Christ.  The  fear  of 
man  bringeth  a  snare  ;  but  whoso  putteth  his  trust  in 
the  Lord,  shall  be  safe. 

III.     Ministerial  Qualifications  and  Duties, 

Take  heed,  therefore,  to  the  ministry  which  thou 
hast  received  in  the  Lord,  that  thou  fulfil  it.  This  is 
a  true  saying,  If  a  man  desire  the  office  of  a  bishop, 
he  desireth  a  good  work.  Therefore,  seeing  thou 
hast  this  ministry,  as  thou  hast  received  mercy,  faint 
not  •  but  having  renounced  the  hidden  things  of  dis- 
honesty, not  walking  in  craftiness,  nor  handling  the 
word  of  God  deceitfully,  by  manifestation  of  the  truth, 
commend  thyself  to  every  man's  conscience  in  the 
sight  of  God  ;  studying  to  show  thyself  approved 
unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed, 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth. 

A  bishop,  also,  must  be  blameless,  the  husband  of 
one  wife,  vigilant,  sober,  of  good  behavior,  given  to 
hospitality,  apt  to  teach,  not  given  to  wine  ;  no  striker, 
not  greedy  of  filthy  lucre,  but  patient,  not  a  brawler, 
not  covetous ;  one  that  ruleth  well  his  own  house, 
having  his  children  in  subjection  with  all  gravity  (for 


if  a  man  know  not  how  to  rule  his  own  house,  how 
shall  he  take   care  of   the  church  of   God  X)  not  a 
novice,  lest,  being  lifted  up  with  pride,  he  fall  into  the, 
condemnation  of  the  devil. 

Moreover,  he  must  have  a  good  report  of  them  that 
are  without,  lest  he  fall  into  reproach  and  the  snare 
of  the  devil.  And  the  servant  of  the  Lord  must  not 
strive,  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men,  apt  to  teach,  pa- 
tient; in  .meekness  instructing  those  that  oppose 
themselves,  if  God,  perad venture,  will  give  them  re- 
pentance to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth.  For  a 
bishop  must  be  blameless,  as  the  steward  of  God,  not 
self-willed,  not  soon  angry,  but  sober,  just,  temperate, 
holding  fast  the  faithful  word  as  he  hath  been  taught, 
that  he  may  be  able  by  sound  doctrine  both  to  exhort 
and  to  convince  the  gainsayers. 

I  charge  thee,  therefore,  before  God  and  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead 
at  his  appearing  and  his  kingdom,  preach  the  word, 
be  instant  in  season,  out  of  season ;  reprove,  rebuke, 
exhort  with  all  long-suffering  and  doctrine.  Let  no 
man  despise  thy  youth,  but  be  thou  an  example  of 
the  believers  in  word,  in  conversation,  in  charity,  in 
faith,  in  purity.  Give  attendance  to  reading,  to  ex- 
hortation, to  doctrine.  Neglect  not  the  gift  that  is  in 
thee,  which  was  given  thee  with  the  laying-on  of  the 
hands  of  the  Presbytery.  Meditate  upon  these  things, 
give  thyself  wholly  to  them,  that  thy  profiting  may 
appear  unto  all.  Take  heed  unto  thyself  and  to  the 
doctrine ;   continue  in  them  :   for,  in  doing  this,  thou 


shalt  both  save  thyself,  and  them  that  hear  thee. 
Flee  also  youthful  lusts,  but  follow  righteousness, 
faith,  charity,  peace  with  them  that  call  upon  the 
Lord  out  of  a  pure  heart,  in  all  things  showing  thy- 
self a  pattern  of  good  works  ;  in  doctrine  showing 
uncorruptness,  gravity,  sincerity,  sound  speech  that 
cannot  be  condemned,  that  he  that  is  of  the  contrary 
part  may  be  ashamed,  having  no  evil  thing  to  say  of 
you.  Hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words  which  thou 
hast  heard  in  faith  and  love,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 
But  foolish  and  unlearned  questions  avoid,  knowing 
that  they  do  gender  strifes.  Keep  that  which  is  com- 
mitted to  thy  trust,  avoiding  profane  and  vain  bab- 
blings, and  oppositions  of  science  falsely  so  called, 
which  some  professing  have  erred  concerning  the 
faith.  Take  heed,  and  beware  of  the  leaven  of  the 
Pharisees  and  Sadducees.  Cease  to  hear  the  instruc- 
tion that  causeth  to  err  from  the  words  of  knowledge  ; 
for  we  are  not  as  many  which  corrupt  the  word  of 
God ;  but  as  of  sincerity,  but  as  of  God,  in  the  sight 
of  God;  speak  we  in  Christ.  Other  foundation 
can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus 
Christ,  the  same  yesterday,  and  to-day,  and  for  ever. 
Be  not,  then,  carried  about  with  divers  and  strange 
doctrines,  for  it  is  a  good  thing  that  the  heart  be 
established  with  grace.  And  if  there  come  any  unto 
you,  and  bring  not  this  doctrine,  receive  him  not  into 
your  house,  neither  bid  him  God-speed  ;  for  he  that 
biddeth  him  God-speed  is  partaker  of  his  evil  deeds. 
Take  heed,  therefore,  unto  thyself,  and  to   all  the 


flock  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  thee 
bishop,  to  feed  the  Church  of  God,  that  they  may 
be  abundantly  satisfied  with  the  fatness  of  his  house, 
and  may  drink  of  the  river  of  his  pleasures.  And 
remember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he 
said,  Feed  my  lambs  ;  and  how  he  called  little  chil- 
dren unto  him,  and  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  and  put 
his  hands  upon  them,  and  blessed  them,  and  said,  Of 
such  is  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Finally,  my  brother,  be  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in 
the  power  of  his  might.  Take  unto  thee  the  whole 
armor  of  God,  and  endure  hardness  as  a  good  soldier 
of  Jesus  Christ.  No  man  that  warreth  entangleth 
himself  with  the  affairs  of  this  life  ;  that  he  may 
please  him  that  hath  chosen  him  to  be  a  soldier.  And 
no  man  goeth  a  warfare  any  time  at  his  own  charges. 
Even  so  hath  the  Lord  ordained,  that  they  which 
preach  the  gospel  should  live  of  the  gospel.  Who 
feedeth  a  flock,  and  eateth  not  of  the  milk  of  the 
flock?  Let  those  who  are  taught  in  the  word,  there- 
fore, communicate  unto  thee,  their  teacher,  in  all 
good  things.  And  do  thou  give  thyself  continually 
to  prayer,  and  to  the  ministry  of  the  word ;  and  let 
all  men  so  account  of  thee  as  of  the  minister  of 
Christ  and  steward  of  the  mysteries  of  God. 

Watch  thou,  then,  in  all  things.  Endure  afflic- 
tions. Do  the  work  of  an  evangelist.  Make  full 
proof  of  thy  ministry,  that  God  in  all  things  may  be 
glorified  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  be  praise  and 
dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 


Warning. 

And  now,  son  of  man,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  have 
made  thee  a  watchman  unto  the  house  of  Israel ; 
therefore,  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  warn  them 
from  me.  When  I  say  unto  the  wicked,  Thou  shalt 
surely  die,  and  thou  givest  him  not  warning,  nor 
speakest  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way  to 
save  his  life,  the  same  wicked  man  shall  die  in  his 
iniquity,  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thy  hand. 
Woe  be  unto  the  pastors  that  destroy  and  scatter  the 
sheep  of  my  pasture,  saith  the  Lord.  For,  as  I  live, 
saith  the  Lord  God,  surely  because  my  flock  became  a 
prey,  and  my  flock  became  meat  to  every  beast  of  the 
field,  because  there  was  no  shepherd,  neither  did  my 
shepherds  search  for  my  flock ;  but  the  shepherds  fed 
themselves,  and  fed  not  my  flock.  Therefore,  oh,  ye 
shepherds,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord :  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  God,  Behold,  I  am  against  the  shepherds,  and  I 
will  require  my  flock  at  their  hand. 

Encouragement  and  Promise. 

Nevertheless,  if  thou  warn  the  wicked  of  his  way 
to  turn  from  it,  if  he  do  not  turn  from  his  way,  he 
shall  die  in  his  iniquity,  but  thou  hast  delivered  thy 
soul.  But  if  thou  shalt  stand  in  my  counsel,  and 
cause  my  people  to  hear  my  words,  then  they  shall 
turn  them  from  their  evil  way,  and  from  the  evil  of 
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their  doings.  For  I  will  give  thee  a  mouth  and  wis- 
dom which  all  thine  adversaries  shall  not  be  able  to 
gainsay  nor  resist ;  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you  ;  and,  lo  !  I  am 
with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  And 
he  that  reapeth,  receiveth  wages,  and  gathereth  fruit 
unto  life  eternal,  that  both  he  that  soweth  and  he  that 
reapeth  may  rejoice  together.  And  they  that  be  wise 
shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmament ;  and 
they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness,  as  the  stars  for 
ever  and  ever.  And  when  the  chief  shepherd  shall 
appear,  thou  shalt  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth 
not  away.  For,  behold  !  I  come  quickly,  saith  he,  and 
my  reward  is  with  me  to  give  every  man  according  as 
his  work  shall  be.  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  ser- 
vant, enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord. 

Conclusion. 

I  give  thee  charge  in  the  sight  of  God,  who  quick- 
eneth  all  things,  and  before  Christ  Jesus,  who,  before 
Pontius  Pilate,  witnessed  a  good  confession,  that  thou 
keep  this  commandment  without  spot,  unrebukable, 
until  the  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  For 
we  must  all  appear  before  the  judgment-seat  of 
Christ,  that  every  one  may  receive  the  things  done  in 
his  body,  according  to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it 
be  good  or  bad.  And  may  the  God  of  Peace,  that 
brought  again  from  the  dead  the  Lord  Jesus,  that 
great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood  of 
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the  everlasting  covenant,  make  thee  perfect  in  every 
good  work  to  do  his  will ;  working  in  thee  that  which 
is  well-pleasing  in  his  sight  through  Jesus  Christ,  to 
whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 
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CHARGE  TO  THE  PEOPLE. 


BY  EEV.  RANDOLPH  A.  DE  LANCEY,  D.D.,  OF  BOSTON. 


Christian  Brethren  and  Friends,  beloved  of 
God,  grace  to  you,  and  peace  from  God  our  Father 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  — 

This  venerable  Presbytery  of  Londonderry,  coming 
down  from  its  ancient  seat  among  the  beautiful  hills 
of  New  England,  has  commissioned  me  for  this  pleas- 
ant service,  as  one  standing  in  relations  to  you  which 
make  it  both  courteous  and  appropriate  that  I  should 
now  address  you.  I  congratulate  you,  therefore,  in 
this  hour  of  your  pastoral  espousals,  that,  in  the  good 
providence  of  God,  you  have  received  from  the  ever- 
blessed  Head  of  the  Church,  by  this  Judicatory, 
according  to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  a  pastor,  as  we 
believe,  after  his  heart,  as  well  as  your  own,  for  your 
spiritual  shepherd,  under  him,  the  Shepherd  and 
Bishop  of  your  souls. 

It  is  my  duty  to  stir  up  your  pure  minds  in  remem- 
brance of  the  mutual  and  solemn  obligations  now 
constituted  between  you  and  your  pastor.      As  the 
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ambassador  of  Christ,  and  beseeching  you  in  his  dear 
name,  I  charge  you  before  God  and  the  Lord  Jesus, 
ever  receive  and  cherish  your  pastor  as  the  personal 
and  divinely  ordained  representative  of  your  great 
Teacher,  your  once  suffering,  but  now  exalted  Re- 
deemer. He  comes  to  you  clothed  in  the  spiritual 
vestments  of  divine  authority,  beseeching  you,  in 
Christ's  stead,  to  be  reconciled  to  God.  Jesus  says 
unto  you,  "  Verily,  verily,  he  that  receiveth  whomso- 
ever I  send,  receiveth  me."  As  you  give  him  your 
hand  of  welcome,  give  him  also  your  hearts  in  sacred 
confidence  and  love.  Let  him  be  dear  to  you  in  every 
sweet  relation  of  minister,  teacher,  guide,  and  friend. 
Make  him  feel  that  he  is  to  you  ever  your  pastor  be- 
loved. Let  the  sabbath-morning  anthem  of  welcome, 
and  the  sabbath-evening  vesper  of  your  hearts  be,  in 
loving  thankfulness  to  God,  "  How  beautiful  upon  the 
mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good 
tidings,  that  publisheth  peace,  that  bringeth  good 
tidings  of  good,  that  publisheth  salvation,  that  saith 
unto  Zion,  '  Thy  God  reigneth ! '  " 

He  is  consecrated  entirely  to  your  good  in  the  min- 
istry of  reconciliation ;  support  him,  therefore,  liberally 
and  well.  Let  each  recurring  "  quarter-day  "  witness 
the  prompt  redemption  of  your  pledges  for  his  tem- 
poral support.  By  the  infallible  laws,  of  compensa- 
tion, in  nature  and  in  grace,  you  will  be  better  fed,  if 
you  feed  him  well ;  "  for  the  workman  is  worthy  of 
his  meat."  It  is  your  debt,  and  not  your  charity, — 
an  obligation  based  upon  the  Christian  honor  of  hon- 
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orable  men,  and  cannot  be  neglected  without  dis- 
honor. 

As  a  ministers  success,  under  the  divine  Spirit,  is 
essentially  interwoven  with  that  resistless  power  of 
the  public  speaker,  the  subtle,  mysterious  attraction 
of  magnetic  sympathy,  give  him  the  full  current  of 
your  warm  hearts'  electric  love.  He  will  long  for 
your  sympathy.  He  cannot  preach,  to  make  your 
souls  burn  with  the  holy  altar's  joy,  and  sinners  weep 
in  penitential  love,  without  it.  Said  one  of  Scotland's 
noblest  preachers,  when  thanking  a  poor  blind  old  wo- 
man for  her  help  in  his  sanctuary  ministrations, "  Why, 
my  good  woman,  when  I  saw  the  big  warm  tears  from 
your  sightless  eyeballs  gushing  down  your  withered 
cheeks,  my  soul  was  filled  with  fresh  earnestness  and 
power.  It  helped  me  wonderfully  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel." The  secret  of  this  sympathy  is  in  prayer. 
Give  your  minister  your  constant,  earnest,  fervent 
prayers.  See  to  what  an  holy  eminence  you  can 
raise  your  pastor ;  how  great  and  good  you  can  make 
him  ;  how  eloquent  and  wise  in  winning  souls,  by  the 
anointing  unction  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  answer  to 
your  prayers.  The  yearning  entreaty  of  apostolic 
hearts  comes  up  to  you  from  the  bosom  of  eighteen 
centuries,  and  finds  an  echo  in  your  pastor's  soul. 
"  Finally,  brethren,  pray  for  us,  that  the  word  of  the 
Lord  may  have  free  course,  and  be  glorified." 

Give  him  your  active  and  cheerful  co-operation  in 
all  his  plans,  and  work  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
gospel.      Let  every  man  and  woman  stand  in  their 
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appropriate  lot  and  place,  and  to  do  his  part.  The 
bravest  and  most  skilful  general  could  never  breast 
the  embattled  foe,  but  by  the  marshalled  columns, 
and  the  resistless  steel  and  muscle  of  his  heroic  sol- 
diers in  the  rank  and  file.  To  Christian  men  in  the 
Christian  Church,  the  undying  exhortation  of  the  in- 
spired apostle  comes  ever  with  re-animating  zeal,  "Help 
those  women  that  labored  with  me  in  the  Lord !  " 

Give  your  ever-present  Saviour,  according  to  his 
promise,  and  your  minister,  too,  your  personal  pres- 
ence in  the  public  sanctuary  and  place  of  prayer.  It 
is  weary  toil,  like  beating  open  air,  to  preach  to  empty 
pews.  There  is  a  cheerful,  magnetic  power  in  num- 
bers. Sometimes  the  absence  of  a  single  person  from 
his  accustomed  seat,  will  so  embarrass  or  perplex  a 
pastor's  thoughts  as  to  destroy  the  peculiar  and  effect- 
ive pathos  of  a  good  discourse.  "  Therefore,  forget 
not  the  assembling  of  yourselves  together ;  "  for  your 
presence  is  essential  both  to  you  and  him.  Give  him 
your  eye,  the  diamond  gate  ;  your  ear,  an  open  ave- 
nue, through  which  heaven's  choicest  blessings  come 
richly  freighted  to  your  souls. 

In  selecting  your  places  of  residence,  consult  con- 
venient access  to  your  church  as  well  as  to  your  busi- 
ness. Welcome  him  to  your  homes  as  the  minister  of 
God.  Do  not  wait  for  him  to  introduce  religious 
conversation,  or  ask  permission  for  family  devotions. 
Help  him  to  make  it  a  pastor's  visit.  If  you  wish  his 
prayers,  place  your  Bible  before  him.  He  will  know 
what  that  means.     Call  your  family  immediately  to- 
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gether.  His  time  is  precious.  Talk  of  spiritual 
interests  first,  of  personal  and  worldly  matters  last,  if 
he  has  time.  "  Hinder  me  not,"  is  perhaps  his  most 
earnest  wish. 

Guard  your  pastors  reputation.  With  delicate  and 
truthful  honor,  as  faithful  life-guards,  encircle  his 
character  with  invincible  defence.  Avoid  fault-find- 
ing. Hate  it,  for  it  is  always  hatefuL.  Tattlers  and 
busy-bodies  are  to  be  both  shunned  and  despised. 
"  Eebuke  them  sharply."  —  "  Withdraw  from  them." 

Ministers'  wives  are  too  often  made  the  modern 
martyrs  of  the  church.  Do  not  impose  heavy  duties 
on  your  pastor  s  ivife.  She  is  under  no  more  obliga- 
tion to  devote  herself  to  the  church  than  each  and 
every  one  of  you.  With  warm  and  loving  heart  she 
will  do  her  Master's  work  as  an  "  help-meet"  in  the 
Lord.  But  you  have  no  special  claim  upon  her  time, 
her  hands,  or  her  heart,  unless  you  pay  her  a  liberal 
salary,  and  she  accepts  "  your  call."  Their  family  and 
personal  affairs  are  sacred  privacies  of  their  own. 
The  curious  intruder  upon,  or  the  inquisitive  tale- 
bearer from,  this  home-sanctuary  in  the  minister's 
house,  deserves  to  be  "  spotted  "  as  one  of  those  who 
"  break  through  and  steal." 

Do  not  expect  impossibilities  of  your  minister.  He 
is  but  a  man,  now  only  a  candidate,  through  weary 
toil  and  patient  suffering,  for  the  crown  and  glory  of 
a  king  and  priest  unto  God,  among  immortal,  happy 
saints.  He  still  has  a  body  to  be  weary,  a  mind  to  be 
care-worn,  a  head  to  ache,  a  heart  to  be  sad,  and  a 
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spirit  that  may  be  broken  by  an  ungrateful  people. 
You  sometimes  see  a  thin,  pale,  dejected  minister. 
You  think  him  a  stoop-shouldered,  "long-faced"  man. 
His  untold  secret  is  a  heart  broken  by  the  thoughtless 
ingratitude  of  those  who  should  have  been  his  com- 
fort here,  and  finally  his  crown  of  joy. 

Do  not  clamor  for  more  visiting  than  he  can  make. 
He  will  gladly  come  to  you  when  he  can.  When  you 
need  him  in  anxiety  go  to  him,  —  in  affliction  send  for 
him.  Remember  he  can  serve  you  best  when  in  his 
study,  and  on  his  knees. 

Never  criticise  his  sermons.  You  will  never  hear  a 
discourse  from  his  lips  without  hearing  something  im- 
portant for  you  to  know,  and  for  you  to  do.  Be, 
therefore,  a  fruitful  hearer  as  a  doer  of  the  word. 
No  minister,  —  I  say  it  in  this  august  presence,  —  no 
minister,  however  eloquent  of  tongue,  massive  in 
intellect,  brilliant  in  genius,  or  profound  in  learning 
can  always  preach  great  sermons  ;  nor  is  it  necessary, 
or  even  best,  if  he  could.  His  commission  is  to  give 
line  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept,  things  new  and 
old.  What  may  seem  familiar  to  you,  may  be  heaven's 
fresh  message  to  some  soul.  He  who  feeds  the  sheep, 
must  feed  the  precious  lambs  also  with  plain  and  sim- 
ple truth  ;  and  the  truth  is  to  make  you  free.  Bring, 
therefore,  your  children,  young  children  and  old,  to 
the  house  of  God. 

Do  not  have  "  itching  ears,"  nor  crave  exciting, 
popular  discourses.  God's  house  is  the  house  of 
prayer,  the  Bethel  of  worship.     Be  satisfied  with  that 
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wisest,  most  eloquent,  and  best  of  all  preaching,  pure, 
sound  Scripture -doctrine,  —  the  "  Thus  saith  the 
Lord."  Encourage  your  pastor  to  declare  "  the  whole 
counsel  of  God." 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  avoid  all  jealousies  and 
rivalries.  Seek  not  for  pre-eminence  one  over  another, 
for  office,  power,  or  leadership.  Avoid  every  thing 
clanish  or  partisan.  Let  your  only  emulation  be  to 
do  most  and  best  for  Christ,  and  the  salvation  of  souls. 
"  Be  kindly  affectioned  one  to  another,  with  brotherly 
love,  in  honor  preferring  one  another." — "  Be  perfect, 
be  of  good  comfort,  be  of  one  mind,  live  in  peace." 

Permit  a  single  loving  word  more.  I  came  to  you 
in  an  hour  of  your  great  weakness.  You  have  strug- 
gled long  and  faithfully  to  maintain  the  ordinances  of 
religion  according  to  the  faith  of  your  fathers.  I  bear 
cheerful  witness  to  your  fidelity  to  this  church.  In 
the  good  providence  of  God,  I  now  see  you  strongly 
re-enforced,  with  evident  tokens  of  God's  blessing  upon 
you.  May  I  caution  you  never  to  relax  your  efforts 
or  your  zeal.  Your  regular  prayer-meeting  has  been 
a  model  one,  — better  attended,  comparatively,  than 
in  any  church  I  have  ever  known.  Let  it  continue  so 
to  be,  large  in  numbers,  heavenly  in  spirit.  Let  not 
an  enlarged  congregation  make  your  prayer-meeting 
less,  by  the  self-indulgence  of  absence,  on  the^vain 
supposition  that  your  presence  is  not  so  much  needed 
now.  The  prayer-meeting  is  essential  to  you  and  the 
church.  You  cannot  live  and  labor  successfully  for 
Christ  without  it.     It  is  the  secret  of  spiritual  strength 
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and  progress,  the  mainspring  of  Christian  power  and 
life  and  joy.  "  I  therefore  beseech  you  to  walk  worthy 
of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  called ;  endeavoring 
to  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bonds  of 
peace." 

"  Finally,  brethren,  farewell.  Be  perfect,  be  of 
good  comfort,  live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  love  and 
peace  shall  be  with  you." 
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